
STRENGTHENING  FOOD SAFETY IN AFRICA, THE CARIBBEAN AND THE PACIFIC

cocoa bEaNS SEcToR IN GHaNa  

Sectorial Self-aSSeSSment Guide (SSaG) for the 

©
 fo

to
lia

.c
om



2 I Sectorial Self-Assessment Guide (SSAG) for the cocoa beans sector in Ghana  

What iS edeS?

EDES is a European Union-African Caribbean and Pacific (EU-ACP) funded programme to sup-
port poverty reduction through economic empowerment within a global framework.  It is funded 
under EDF9 for the period 2010-2014.

Launched in 2010, EDES is a cooperation programme managed by COLEACP (Europe-Africa-
Caribbean-Pacific Liaison Committee) in collaboration with a consortium of European organi-
sations specialising in food safety. The programme is implemented at the request of the ACP 
(African, Caribbean and Pacific) Group of States, and funded by European Union (€29.5 million/4 
years) in order to support ACP exports sustainably.  

What iS the oBJectiVe of edeS?

To secure the flow of food products of animal and plant origin towards the EU or between ACP 
regions and internationally. EDES aims at strengthening the sanitary and phytosanitary systems 
of ACP countries.

hoW iS edeS WorKinG?

EDES focuses on promoting interactions between public authorities at the national level and food 
business operators in both plant and animal production sectors. Special attention is given to the 
specific needs of vulnerable groups (small scale producers, farmers and fishermen) so as to con-
tribute to the goals of poverty reduction while at the same time enhancing access to safe food.    

What iS the ScoPe of the ProGramme?

The programme intervenes in both raw and processed food products. It promotes the setting up 
of a national risk assessment framework as a basis of the establishment of an efficient sanitary 
and phytosanitary control system. Public and private sector operators will have the capacity and 
resources to assess that all food sectors from production to consumption are safe.

What iS a Self-aSSeSSment SYStem (SaS)? 

Self-Assessment is a set of measures based on risks 
assessment that an operator must implement to en-
sure that at each stage of the value chain; production, 
harvesting, transport, processing, packaging, and 
distribution, the products meet regulatory food safety, 
quality requirements as well as traceability.
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adVantaGeS of a Self-aSSeSSment SYStem  

The system fosters the participation of all actors. It allows the validation of the sanitary control 
plans implemented by Food Business Operators (FBOs) of the sector in respect with the require-
ments of targeted markets. Self Assessment reduces inspection costs, provides transparency 
and increases confidence for certification. It also strengthens the public-private partnership: the 
Sector proposes, the Authority validates, the Operator applies voluntarily.

Produce Safe cocoa BeanS 

Food safety is a growing concern to Governments, processors, consumer groups and food safe-
ty activists; therefore it matters to you the producer! The presence of chemicals above accept-
able limits can threaten the quality and safety of cocoa beans exported from Ghana.

• Apply best practices in cocoa production
• Use appropriate plant protection products (PPP)
• Use registered PPP
• Apply at the rate recommended by COCOBOD to reduce the risk of pesticide residues
•  Your health matters therefore wear the recommended plant protective equipment (PPE) when 

applying PPPs
• Participate in all food safety training



EDES c/o coLEacP
130, rue du Trône I B-1050 Brussels I Belgium
Tel : +32 (0)2 627 52 90 I Fax : +32 (0)2 627 52 99
Email : edes@coleacp.org I www.coleacp.org/edes

edeS is a programme funded by the European 
Union. This publication has been produced with 
the assistance of the European Union. The con-
tents of this publication are the sole responsibil-
ity of EDES and COLEACP and can in no way be 
taken to reflect the views of the European Union.

JoIN US 

It matters to you farmers! 

Be a partner for safe cocoa by joining cocoa self-assessment scheme 

For enquiries, please contact Mr. Emmanel owusu
 eo_owusu@hotmail.com
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